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Melissa has extensive experience as defence counsel in
numerous trials for serious criminal charges such as sexual
assault, criminal negligence, domestic assault and impaired
driving. Melissa believes that every person charged with a
criminal offence is entitled to full representation and she
will advocate on behalf of every client to the fullest extent.

Q

When am I required to supply a sample of
my breath at a police roadside sobriety
checkpoint (RIDE) and am I able to consult
a lawyer before making this decision?

If police smell alcohol on your breath you will be
required to comply with a roadside sobriety test and
will be required to blow into a roadside screening
device. The police only require a reasonable suspicion you
have alcohol in your body to require you to take this test.
The police officer’s demand you supply a sample of breath
in a roadside screening device does not trigger your right
to call a lawyer before complying with that demand.
Furthermore, if you fail or refuse to supply a breath sample
in the roadside screening device, you will be arrested
and charged with refusal to comply with the demand.
Conviction for this offence carries the same penalty as the
offence of impaired driving.
If you comply with the roadside demand and register a fail
you will be arrested and given your rights to call a lawyer
by the police. At this point make immediate contact with
a lawyer to better understand your obligations. You will
be required to supply further breath samples to the police
after you speak with a lawyer.
Should you find yourself in this situation and you
need a law firm that will support you using their
years of experience, dedication and integrity contact
Kelly Greenway Bruce.
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