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Any person may be held responsible in law for damages
caused by their negligent conduct if a duty of care
is owed. Doctors are not exempt from this principle.
Medical malpractice is an act or omission by a physician that
falls below the standard of care required in the circumstances
and results in injury or death to the patient.
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Q

What constitutes Medical
malpractice?

Doctors are held to a higher standard of care than someone who
is not a doctor. The standard of care for a doctor is that of a
reasonably prudent doctor in their area of practice. Medical
malpractice claims could come in the form of failing to perform
treatment in accordance with accepted practices in similar
circumstances, failing to diagnose disease or failing to consult
with a specialist when the patient is not responding to treatment.
Responsibility is fact driven and dependent on the circumstances
of each particular case. Medical malpractice cases are extremely
complicated and in order to be successful in proceeding with
such a case it is often necessary to retain doctors to comment on
the actions of the responsible physician. Time is of the essence
and it is key these doctors be retained early on to ensure all
necessary evidence is available for them to provide a reasoned
opinion. If you or a loved one has suffered personal injury or
death that may have been caused by the negligence of a doctor
or health care provider, I encourage you to contact me at Kelly
Greenway Bruce to investigate your rights.
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