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In Ontario, numerous rules and procedures govern
lawsuits but limitation periods are one of the most
important to understand when considering your rights
and deciding whether to commence a lawsuit.
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Q

How much time do I have
to sue?

The basic limitation period to pursue most claims is two years
and is set out in the Limitations Act. If you want to sue someone
to recover damages, generally you need to do so within two
years of the date of loss or injury. Other limitation periods may
apply to other specific situations. For instance some insurance
contracts may contain a clause that substantially shortens the
limitation period - a term known as “contracting out”
In some circumstances there may also be notice provisions you
must adhere to before you can sue. If you slip and fall on a
municipal sidewalk, for instance, you have 10 days from the
date of the incident under the Municipal Act to give notice to
the municipality.
Not taking the appropriate steps within the appropriate
timelines could leave you without a legal remedy - even if there
is a legal basis to work towards the resolution you deserve.
If you have suffered a loss, we encourage you to get legal
advice without delay to ensure your rights are preserved.
Contact Kelly Greenway Bruce and let our staff assist you with
your legal concerns.
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